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Ethnological Finno-Ugric Research 
in Sweden. 


Institutes and Organizations 
Specializing in Finnish and Lapp Culture 


Matyds Szabo, Stockholm 


ARJEPLOG ° The Silver Museum—Silvermuseet 


Set up in 1965 on the initiative of Einar Wallqvist. The museum contains 
everything used at one time by the Lapps and settlers in their day to day life (utility 
objects, textiles, etc.). The main feature is Lapp silver, of which there are several 
hundred pieces. It is said to be the finest collection of Lapp silver. The total 
number of objects amounts to c. 6300, almost half of which have immediate 
connections with Lapp culture. Collection was started in the 1920s and is still going 
on. It only covers the parish of Arjeplog. The museum also has archives including 
6000 photos. 


ARVIKA « Arvika Museum 


Finnish settlers’ culture from West Varmland, particularly the district of Jésse and 
the adjacent parts of the districts of Gillberg and Nordmark, is also represented in 
the museum’s collections. 


FALUN « Dalarnas Museum 


The collections were established in 1962. They include some items connected with 
the culture of the Finnish immigrants, such as utility wares, and articles for 
clearing and burning over land for cultivation. In the archives, too, there are 
documents with Finnish associations. There are large collections of items from the 
Finnish areas at the old house museum Finngammelgard, Skattlésberg (the parish 
of Grangarde, district of Ludvika) which were established in 1943. The collections 
include 750 items, mostly concerned with hunting, trapping, farming, and house- 
hold. 
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The building inventories compiled by the museum for the rural districts also 
mention the Finnish areas. 


Literature: Sigvard Montelius: Dalarnas finnbygder (Finnish Settlements in the 
Dalarna). Litteraturvagledning fran Dalarnas biblioteksférbund, Hafte 16. 1971. 
Guide to literature from Dalarna Library Union). 


GAVLE - Gavleborg County Museum—Lidnsmuseet 
i Gavleborgs lan 


The museum was set up in 1962. As far as the collections are concerned the 


museum posseses only a few articles and documents related with the Finnish 
settlers’ culture. 


However, the museum has started work on a project on early Finnish culture in 
the county. The aim is to study the following areas: 
1. analysis of old maps, for instance to establish the extent and distribution of the 
colonisation, Finnish place names, 2. persul of old archive material, especially 
Schaefer (1693—94), 3. folk beliefs concerning and among the Finns, 4. in-depth 
study of a Finnish village based on work journals, to establish the field of activity, 
relationships to the iron works, etc., 5. food culture, 6. the integration phase, how 
the Finns were assimilated. 


GOTHENBURG 


The Museum of Ethnography — Etnografiska museet 


Independent institute 1891. Lapp culture is represented in the collections by ca. 
1000 items from the whole of the Lapp area. Most of these were assembled around 
the middle of the 19th century but to some extend during the 1920s. The 
collections are of mixed content, costumes and weapons predominating. 


Exhibition: The Lapps in Sweden. 
The Folklore Institute—Institutet fér folklore (department 
within the Dialect and Place Name Archive in Gothenburg). 


The Institute was established in 1917. | The archive’s collections contain not 
insignificant records on Finnish culture from the whole of west Sweden with 
emphasis on Varmland, including legends and lives, religious beliefs, etc. Legends 
about Finns. The material was collected between the 1920s and 40s. 


HARNOSAND - County Museum—Lansmuseet—Murberget 


The collections were established in 1880. Lapp culture is amply reprented. The 
items (c. 200) relate mainly to Lapp costumes. In addition there are c. 60 pieces of 
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harness, tools, and as many magic articles. The greater part of the Lapp collections 
seems to have come to the museum at the beginning of the 20th century though 
part was acquired during the °60s. 

As far as Finnish culture is concerned there are only a few items. However, it is 
difficult to distinguish them because of defective information. 


JOKKMOKK + The Lapp’s County College—Samernas 
folkhégskola 


Established 1942. Though there is no actual research achievement, the County 


College is of great importance to Lapp culture. The school owns collections and — 


buildings as illustrative material. The courses deal with all cultural aspects. Great 
importance is laid on Lapp handicrafts, the Lappish language and reindeer 
herding. Courses include delocalisation in north Sweden. 

The County College has at present c. 75 pupils. | 


KARLSTAD ¢ Varmland’s Museum 


The collections were founded in 1839. The museum owns considerable collections 
and archive documents concerning the culture of the Finnish immigrants. The 
bulk of the items was acquired at the beginning of the 20th century and collected 
by the leading authority on Finnish culture, ethnologist Nils Keyland. His research 
work took him to most of the Finnish areas in Varmland but also to Dalsland and 
even Norway. His collections comprise c. 200—300 items and represent Finnish 
culture in its earliest state. 

Articles have also been acquired later, mainly as occasional gifts. The museum 
also has archive material and picture collections. 

At present research on Finnish culture is at a standstill. The local arts and crafts 
associations have a wealth of catalogued Finnish collections: Grasmark, Lekvattnet, 
Nyskoga, Torsby, Vitsand, Ostmark, the old house museum (minnesgard) Kvarn- 
torp. There is more Finnish material in South and North Finnskoga and in Dalby. 

Varmiland’s Museum has preserved a great deal of material related to buildings, 
deposited with the local arts and crafts associations in the area, including three 
Finnish homesteads on their original sites which have been declared ancient 
monuments. The best known of these is probably the large Finnish homestead 
Juhola (Ostmark), The homestead occupies a central position. in Varmland’s 
Finnish cultural history. Ritamaki is a fine example of a smaller Finnish 
homestead. 

Basic exhibition: The Finns in Varmland. 


Literature: Varmland foérr och nu (Varmland past and present, Varmlands 
Museum’s annual publicaton) 1952 is a special issue on Finnish culture in including 
a bibliography on literature concerning the Finns of Varmland. 


KIRUNA + The Lapp Homestead — Samegarden 


Opened 1973. Owned by the Kiruna Lapp Homestead Foundation. The ain is 
that the Lapp Homestead should be a centre of Lapp culture in the district. 
Various activities are pursued, mainly courses. The homestead owns a collection of 
Lapp handicraft material. 


Basic exhibition: The Lapps in Lapland. 


LULEA + The Norrbotten Museum 


The museum was sct up in 1886 (1921). The collections include plentiful Finnish 
items which are, however, often difficult to distinguish from the Swedish material 
because of the confusion of Finnish and Swedish culture falling within the 
miuscum’s sphere of responsibility. The Finnish collections are not sorted into 
separate departments; the division is thematic rather than ethnic. 

The ample Lapp collections are a great deal easier to cope with. These consist 
mainly of three old private collections which the museum has in its possession. 
Some 5000—6000 items are included. The emphasis is on utility articles, house- 
hold. Photos, records, documents and articles from the county are included. The 
archive material is to a great extent sorted topographically and for this reason it is 
hard to find the Lapp or Finnish itenis without looking at each individual place. 
The Lapp articles are kept separately, so it is easier to review them. 

The local old house museums (hembygdsgard) in Overtornea, Tarendo, 
Kangosfors and Jukkasjarvi contain abundant collections on Finnish culture. 


Literature: A systematic register in Norrbotten Museum’s annual publication 


1976—77. 


LUND e Cultural History Museum—Kulturhistoriska museet 


The museum was established in 1882. The collections include a small, but quali- 
tatively high-class array of Lapp items, including silver collars (a kind of stole 
with a standing collar and a deep split on the front, richly embroidered and used 
by women on festive occasions). 


Institute of Finno-Ugric Languages — Institutionen fér 
finsk-ugriska sprak, the University of Lund. 


The institute was established in 1954 (language courses available since 1947). The 
institute’s area of research is Finno-Ugric languages with some emphasis on the 
Finnic languages. There are. courses in Finnish, Hungarian and Estonian. The 
instruction includes history of literature, history, cultural life and social conditions, 
and introductory courses on the Finno-Ugric and Samoyedic peoples. 
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Research contributions have been made by the former head of the institute, 
Julius Magiste. At present the institute lacks funds for research. The institute 
published occasional papers called “Finsk-ugriska smaskrifter” (three issues have 
appeared so far). In addition, there is the “Fenno-Ugrica Suecana’”’, published in 
Uppsala, a joint publication by several institutes. 


Literature: Pertti Virtaranta — Kari Tolvanen: “‘Suomea ulkomailla”’ (The Finnish 
language abroad) (the chapter on Lund contains a survey of the institute-by Pentti 
Soutkari). Helsinki 1971. 


STOCKHOLM 


The Nordic Museum—Nordiska museet 


Established 1873. In its capacity as the central museum of cultural history, the 
museum holds a leading position as far as both Lapp and Finnish culture are 
concerned. 


Collection of material related to Lapp culture has been going on since the 
museum started. In 1939 a government grant was assigned the a permanent 
research post; this enabled the museum to establish an independent Lapp section. 
The section was to constitute a central museum for Lapp culture. The original aim 
was a cultural charting and preservation of the typical features of Lapp culture. 
Today the collection includes c. 8000 items and is the largest Lapp collection in the 
world. All parts of Lapland are represented (Norwegian, Finnish and Russian, 
too). The collections are well-balanced and reflect Lapp culture in its entirety. 
However, a certain preponderance of troll-drums, seita stones and silver collars is 
noticeable. ; 


The museum owns considerable archive material on Lapp culture as a result of- 


systematic studies over two generations, donations by various people, prayer- 
books, photographs (c. 200.000), travel accounts, drawings, manuscripts, extracts 
from parish registers and answers to questionnaires. The archive also has a 
collection of newspaper clippings connected with Lapland from the 1890s. 

Research’ work spans over a period of 100 years. The most significant 
contributions were made by Ernst Manker, the founder of the Lapp section and 
the foremost authority on Lapp culture. The Nordic Museum’s annual publica- 
tion, “‘Fataburen’’, contains a separate section every year on Lapp research. At 
present the following projects can be listed: 1. intensive mapping out of Lapp areas 
with regard to cultural relics, 2. the stalo sites and their builders, 3. earlier 
exploitation of the Lapp areas. The Nordic Museum’s serics Acta Lapponica (since 
1938, 20 volumes published .to date). 

In autumn 1980 the museum’s permanent exhibition of Swedish Lapp culture 
will be opened. 


Literature: Ernst Mankers  tryckta skrifter (Ernst Manker’s published works) 
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1925—-1963. Stockholm 1964, Rolf Kjellstrém; Aktuella forskningsproject rorande 
samekultur vid Nordiska muscet. I. Samekultur idag och i morgon. Rapport fran 
symposium férande den samiska kulturen 19—20 noveniber 1973 i Nordiska 
museet. (Current research projects on Lapp culture at the Nordic Museum. L 
Lapp culture today and tomorrow. Report from a symposium on Lapp culture, 
held at the Nordic Museum, November 19—20, 1973.) 


Finnish culture. There are c. 1500 Finnish articles originating from Finland in the 
museum. The greater part were collected before 1900, with additions during the 
1940s. The collection represents different parts of Finland mostly Ostrobothnia, 
Lapland and Karelia prevail to some extent. The earliest stages of peasant culture 
are best represented, with emphasis on folk art and husbandry. The museum’s 
geographical register gives a good general idea of the scope of the collection. 


Literature: Gustav Retzius: Finland i Nordiska musect. Stockholm 1881. 


The collections related to the culture of the Finnish settlers in Sweden are a 
somewhat different matter. They are a mixture of diverse categories of items but 
orientation is made easier because the core of the collection was assembled by the 
museum's curator, Nils Keyland (himself a descendent of a Savolax family) during 
one period at the beginning of the 20th century. Since he was himself from the 
parish of Mangskog, Varmland (Bjurbacken village) he concentrated on this place. 
However, the work took him to large areas of Finnish settlement in middle Sweden, 
mostly Varmland and Dalsland. Because of its age, his large collection (for various 
reasons it is difficult to count but is said to amount to at least 2000 items) constitute 
the most outstanding part of the museum’s possessions in folk culture. The value of 
the Keyland collection is heightened by its having been assembled according to 
principles which even today are modern, with an eye to range, representativeness 
and wholeness. Keyland complemented his collection with important archive 
material, exquisite photographs and a large number of excellent and instructive 
drawings. ; 


Literature: Nils Keyland: Folkliv i Varmlands finnmarker (Folk life in the Finnish 
areas of Varmland). Nordiska museets handlingar 46. 1954. 


Estonia at the Nordic Museum. Even during the first years the Nordic Museum 
planned a collection programmie to document Swedish settlements in Estonia. On 
some of the islands along the coast of Estonia and in certain parts in the West and 
North off the Estonian coast there has been a Swedish-speaking population since 
the Middle Ages (7000 people in the 1940s). The Estonian-Swedish collections 
amount to over a thousand items (more than half from Runé). In addition, there 
are ca. 100 articles, mainly costumes, from other parts of Estonia. Several studies of 
the Estonian-Swedish. culture made during the 20s and ’30s afford a wealth of 
record and picture material. 

Literature: Stig Appelgren: Estland i Nordiska museet. Allmogekulturen i Estland. 
Kort éversikt. (Estonian in The Nordic museum. Folk culture in Estonian. A short 
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survey). Nordiska museet, 1980, pages 66—70, summary pages 77—78. 

Since 1974 the Nordic Museum has been conducting a research project called 
‘Migration between Finland and Sweden since the Second World War’. From the 
eu Sct the project was planned to be inter-disciplinary and could be maintained 
with subsidies from the Bank of Sweden. The chief aim of the ethnological part of 
the work, which is conducted in cooperation with the Ethnological Institute of the 
University of Jyvaskyla, has been to study the assimilation of Finns and their ethnic 


identity, as well as the decision to move and returning home. The total of: 


interviews is about 250. So far 12 reports connected with the project have been 
produced under the auspices of the Nordic Museum. 


The Museum of Ethnography—Etnografiska museet 


The museum has been an independent institution since 1935. A third of the 600 
Lapp articles owned by the Museum of Ethnography were collected by Ernst 
Manker before his appointment to the Nordic Museum. Manker made his 
collection primarily in the forest Lapp village of Vittangi. 


Literature: Museum of Ethnography’s publicabons series, Etnos 1978: 3—4 deal 
with Lapp research. 


The Museum of Musical History—Musikhistoriska museet 


Founded in 1899. The museum archive contains 219 phonograph cylinders of 
Lapp songs collected during the 1910s. 


The Institute for Nordic Ethnology—lInstitutet fét folklivs- 
forskning, University of Stockholm. 


The subject has been represented at the University of Stockholm since 1919. 
Lapp culture is included in the courses and over the years some 10 graduate papers 
have been written on Lapp subjects. 


The Finnish Institute—Finska institutionen (Finnish, Hungarian, 
Estonian), University of Stockholm. 


Even though courses in Finnish have been available since 1930, a chair in the 
Finnish language was established only in 1965. The establishment of the chair 
was a direct result of the firm contacts between Sweden and Finland. The main 
emphasis is on the modern Finnish language and literature, but Finnish social and 
cultural life is also included. The Institute functions as an advisory centre on 
questions concerning general social problems involving Finns, e.g. investigations 
into the problems of Finnish immigrants. 

The Hungarian language and cultural sector has been represented at the 
Institute since 1936. Courses in Estonian have been available for as long. In 1959 
an independent research centre called the Institute of Estonian Language and 
Literature Research was established, attracting some 60 Estonian researchers and 
authors to it. 

Since 1976 the Institute has issued a publication series, ‘Stockholm Studies in 
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Finnish Language and Literature”. 


The Institute of the History of Religion—Religionshistoriska 
institutionen, University of Stockholm. 


The professorship was established in 1913. The Institute’s research programme 
included Lapp subjects, e.g. the study of shamanism. 


The Advisory Group on Immigrant Research— Expertgruppen 
for invandrarforskning 


Appointed by the government in 1975 with the task of determing research needs 
concerning immigration and emigration. The group works in the labour market 
department and is closely involved in Finnish immigration. 


The National Federation of Finnish Associations in Seden 
—Riksforbundet for Finska Féreningar i Sverige. 


Set up in 1957. A central organization to promote the interests of Finnish 
immigrants. 


‘The Nationai Federation’s publication: Ruotsin Suomalainen Pian in Swe- 
den). 


Institutum litterarum estonicum 


Founded in 1952. The aim of the Institute is the promotion and co-ordination of 
various types of Estonian research and publication. The subjects include literature, 


ethnology, cultural history and linguistics. 


The Institute’s publication series: Folia Bibliographica. 


Societatis litterarum estonicae 


Established 1945. The goals of the society are to produce and publish writings 
concerning literature, cultural history and history. 
The society’s year book: Annales societatis litterarum estonicae. 


Swedish Song Archive—Svenskt visarkiv 


Set up in 1951. The archive has made extensive recordings in the Tornedal area in 

the course of three sessions during the 1970s. The idea was to document the Finnish 

folk song traditions in Finnish. The collections also include recordings of Lapp 

music and sporadic examples from the Finnish areas of central Sweden. 
Publication: Meddelande fran Svenskt visarkiv. 


The National Federation of the Swedish Lapps — Sveska 
Samernas Riksférbund 


Set up in 1950. The national organization is intended to promoto the cause of both 
reindeer herding and non reindeer-herding Lapps and its members include both 
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Lapp villages and Lapp organizations. It aims to further reindeer herding and to 
protect the rights of the Lapps, Lapp culture and the unity of the Lapps. 

The National Federation works as a pressure group, holding a national congress 
with clected delegates every year. An advisory body for Lapp questions, it is 
represented in committees and influences legislation. The National Federation 
occupies a dominant position in legal, cultural and economic questions. ‘The 
protracted case known as the skattefjallsmdlet, concerning the rights of Lapps to land 
and water in Jamtland, provides and example of current legal issues. 

Since 1962 the national organization has been assisted by a legal adviser. 

Journal: Samefolket. 


Same-atnam 


Society for Lapp culture, set up in 1944 with both Lapps and other people 
interested in Lapp culture as members. The activities concentrate on the Lapp 
language and preservation of Lapp culture. Courses and conferences are arranged. 
Committee work plays an important part. There is a handicrafts committee for the 
re-organization of Lapp handicrafts and their marketing, and an educational body 
for the provision of information and promotion of Lapp cultural consciousness. 


UMEA 
The Vasterbotten Museum—VAsterbottens museum 


The county’s archaeological society was formed in 1885 and reformed in 1919. The 
bulk of the museum’s collections illustrates Vasterbotten and Lapp folk culture. 
The Lapp items number c. 500. 

Apart from the museum, there are Lapp collections at the local oldhouse 
museums (hembygdsgard) in Sorsele, Mala and Vilhelmina. Occasional articles 
are found at other places. 

The museum is arranging a new basic exhibition which is expected to be ready 
in autumn 1980. It includes a section on reindeer herding in the Vasterbotten 
region. The museum will display its Lapp collection within the framework of this 
exhibition. The nucleus of this collection consists of a donation by the family of 
Erik Bergstrém, a Lapp school inspector, which previously belonged to the 
Vasterbotten Lapp museum society. The society was dissolved during the 1960s 


and the collection was handed over to the museum. The museum has also arranged 


a travelling exhibition for the Nordkalottmuscet, which will circulate in the Nordic 
counties. The exhibition shows modern Lapp handicrafts and aims tu illustrate 
the background of this vigorous craftsmanship. 

On the research side, the museum has several projects under way. At present 
buildings north of the cultivation limit are being charted. After a general assembly 
of the material, a number of objects have been selected as those in most immediate 
need of attention. These are mostly Lapp dwellings or Lapp settlements. The 
museum has prepared several films on Lapp subjects, e.g. “Making Tin 
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Thread” and ‘Shoe Hay”. The county museum's year book, “Vasterbotten”’ 
regularly publishes articles on Lapp subjects. Several feature issues have come ee 
with Lapp themes: bear hunting, beliefs and’ customs (1973), the Lapp costume 
and its traditions (1977) and settlers’ life (Lapp settlers) (1978). The work on 
costume is the result of cataloguing work done by the museum during the 1970s, 

The museum’s publications series, Acta Bothniensis occidentalis publishes 
studies on Lapp subjects. 

The “Kungliga Skytteanska Samfundets handlingar’”, a series distributed by the 
Umea County Museum, contains a number of works on Lapp culture. 


The Ethnological Institute — Institutionen fdr etnologi, 
University of Umea. 


An independent university institute since 1976 with a complete study programme. 
The study of Lapp culture and social life occupies a central position in the 
curriculum, ‘The number of papers and thesis dealing with Lapp subjects is 
considerable. At present, the institute is concentrating on the following projects: 

1. The Lulealv project. An interdisciplinary study in which 7 different disciplines 
are taking part. The aim of the project is to study the types of resource utilization 
from prehistoric times to the 20th century. The task of the ethnologists is to clarify 
the sector on Lapp culture. ; 

2. “North Swedish and Lappish folk culture”. A continues project immediately 
connected with instruction; it has been going on since 1977. 


Population Data Basis — Demografiska Databasen, University 
of Umea. 


Founded 1973. A demographic survey of the parish of Overtornea has been made 
with regard to the total population situation for the years 1816—1895. 


The Archive of Dialects and Place Names — Dialekt och 
ortnamnsarkivet, University of Umea. 


The archive’s collection of linguistic material, place names, folklore and folk 
traditions collected from the provinces of Jamtland, Vasterbotten and Norrbotten, 
contains a great deal of material related to Finnish and Lapp populations. 


The Institute for Finnish and Lappish — Institutionen fér 
finska och samiska, Umea University. 


The professorship in Finnish was established in 1973, that in Lappish in 1974 (at 
present vacant). At the higher level the courses include comparative Finno-Ugric 
linguistics, literature, socio-linguistics, F innish names and settlements, folk poetry, 
Finnish mythology, etc. 

The professor of Lappish is responsible for teaching and research on the Lappish 
language and Lapp culture. 
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UPPSALA 


The Finno-Ugric Institute — Finsk-ugriska institutionen, 
University of Uppsala. 


Courses in Finnish and Lappish since 1894. Owing to its internationally famous 
scholars, the Institute occupies a leading position in Finno-Ugric scholarship. 
Courses in Finnish, Estonian, Hungarian and Lappish at all levels. 


Literature: Bo Wickman: Finno-Ugric Languages. I: Faculty of Arts at Uppsala 
University. Linguistics and Philology. Uppsala University 500 Years. 6. Acta 
Universitatis Upsaliensis. Uppsala 1976. 15 pp. 


The Dialect and Folklore Archive — LandsmAls- och folk- 
minnesarkivet i Uppsala (ULMA). Institute for the Study of Swedish 
Dialects and Folklore. . 


Set up 1878. The department of folklore was established 1928 and the Lapp 
department in 1943. The Finnish and Lapp collections of the Institute are of great 
significance. The greater part of the material concerning Lapp culture was 
acquired through systematic compilation of lists of questions which were answered 
by the archive’s permanent staff. Thus, subjects such as reindeer herding, the 
contacts of the Lapps with the settlers trade contacts and religious beliefs are well 
documented. On the basis of the incoming material Lapp dictionaries were worked 
out. A number of eminent Lapp researchers have been associated with the Lapp 
section. 


The Finnish cataloguing done in Sweden comprises the whole of central and ~ 


north Sweden, with the main emphasis (because of Richard Broberg’s efforts) on 
Finnish settlements in Varmland. The material acquired is not kept separate but 
integrated with the archive’s collections which are catalogued according to subject. 
In ULMA’s classified catalogue the Finnish and Lapp material is found under R, 
“Separate nationalities within the country”. 

ULMA’s publications series: Skrifter utgivna genom Landsmals- och folk- 
minnesarkivet i Uppsala. Ser. B. Ser. C (Lapskt sprak- och kultur). 


Literature: Bo Wickman: ULMA’s samiska samlingar och publikationer (Lapp 
collections and publications). I: Svenska landsmAl och svensk folkkultur. 1978—79, 
171—173. Folke Hedblom: Fonogrammet 100 ar (Phonogram 100 years) 137 pp. 
“Inspelningar bland finskatalande och samer’” (“Recordings amongst Finnish 
speakers and Lapp”). I: Svenska landsmal och folkkultur. 1978—79. 


Cs 


OREBRO ~- Orebro County Museum—Orebro lans museum 


The museum was founded in 1856. The collections include a few articles from the 
catalogues of Finnish settlers’ culture, such as tools used for burn-beating. The 
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museum also has a small number of Lapp handicraft items. 
OSTERSUND - Jamtland County Museum—Jamtlands lans 
museum 

The museum was founded in 1930. The collection comprises some material with - 


Finnish associations, but it would be necessary to go through the catalogue 
systematically before giving exact figures. There are c. 200 Lapp items. 
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